

Orick Community Service District
Regular Meeting
March 11, 2026
Orick Community Hall

MINUTES 

1.   CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL:  Ron Barlow called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.


MEMBERS PRESENT:  Ron Barlow, Bob Secor, Byron Frick and Kaitlyn Combs

MEMBERS ABSENT:   Marla Zuber

STAFF PRESENT: Barbara Mitchell, Marcie Allen, Bill Allen, Trevor Avram, Chief Steven Bake

STAFF ABSENT:      

OTHERS PRESENT: Andy Heise w/ LACO, Rod Wilburn, Belle Cotti w/ LACO
	
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Bob Secor made a motion to approve Agenda.  Byron Frick seconded the motion; the motion was passed unanimously.  

3. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA:  Bob Secor made a motion to approve the consent agenda.   
Byron Frick seconded the motion; the motion was passed unanimously.

4. PUBLIC COMMENT: None

5. INFORMATION – DISCUSSION:  

Wastewater Study Grant:  Belle Cotti distributed LACO monthly progress report. Belle went over each item on their monthly report. 
Rod Wilburn said that the amended service will need t be approved by a motion of the Board- 
Ron Barlow said it is under the Action Agenda. He asked Rod when he thought the entire wastewater project might be completed-possibly 4-5 years. Rod Wilburn asked if the money from the State had been received.
Barbara Mitchell said that she deposited a check last Friday and another came in this week and it will be deposited this week on March 13, 2026. Rod Wilburn asked about the invoices. Barbara Mitchell said she has not seen any invoice come in. Trevor Avram said they are in the wastewater file in Orick Community Services District email. Barbara will check it out tomorrow, so they can get paid.
Rod and Belle said that we need to co-ordinate with all the proper personnel to look over the side. Also going to be bringing in 6 Rivers Solar to look into alternate power system, because electricity is so expensive. Ron commented that we still working with Cal-Poly on a solar microgrid. It needs to be advertised as a “Community Meeting” in May. And it will be held the same day as next board meeting April 8, 2026. Belle will contract the Orick Community Services District. Ron Barlow said thank you Belle and Rod for attending with updates.

b. Tank Grant: The project is slowly moving forward. PACE, Wahlund and Aqua Sierra are working on the programming for the SCADA and control panels. Until this part is complete construction is on hold. I spoke with Steve about the other isolation valves that are inoperable in our distribution system. He contacted Ryan Mitchell the project manager with the State. Ryan Mitchell said we do not need an amendment or an environmental review. He approved us using the contingency funds to replace all the valves in the distribution system that are inoperable. In total, 4 clusters. Two clusters in the blocks, one cluster on Hilton Rd and the valves on the south side of Redwood Creek bridge. This will be a huge improvement to the water system.

a. Smart Meters: I have contacted LACO regarding the meter project, the funds remaining and extending the construction timeline to next year. I explained our intentions and purpose of installing a new meter at the Hilton Rd and Antonioli Rd, and about cellular endpoints. As of this moment I am still awaiting a response from LACO.
      
d.  Micro Grid:  nothing to report.

e.  Discuss Finances: Shut-off Policy, was discussed process for shutting off delinquent customers. The old policy needs to be updated to follow the State guide line. 

f.    National Weather Services, NOAA- Kathleen Zontos revived the updated flood stage plan for the Redwood Creek she is looking for feed back from community and would like to have a town meeting to go over the flood warning stages possible levee failure. And hand out a flyer with all the flood level information and eviction details.
Steven Baker asked water mark is on the levee. Kathleen said at the “Shoreline’. Steven said he was asked to check the “overflow” pipes that are along the levee, but the sides are so over grown and they cannot be located. Kathleen said she will look into this. Bob Secor commented the flyer would be great. And Kathleen will try to attend another board meeting and keep in touch.

g.  Installation of 6’meter: Ron Barlow, did not get a chance to talk to Leonel Arguello, from Redwood National Park.

	
6. ACTION AGENDA: 

a. Wastewater Engineering: 1 Ron Barlow asked for a motion to approve Wastewater Engineering Services Agreement, Amendment No.1. Bob Secor made the motion and Kaitlyn Combs seconded; the motion was passed unanimously.
   
b. RREDC: Ron Barlow was contacted by RREDC regarding adopting a revised Joint Powers Agreement. He also agreed to represent through Zoom meetings. Bob Secor made a motion and Byron Frick seconded all in favor, motion passed.

c. Policy changes; Kaitlyn Combs will type up a new billing and shut-off policy as discussed.
	
Ater discussing Action Item C; Ron Barlow asked for a motion to table taking action until the next meeting.  Motion was made by Bob Secor to table item until next meeting, seconded by b. Frick.

7. STAFF REPORTS:

a. OCSD Office. New office hours 10:00 to 2:30 effective March 16, 2026.
Trevor Avram, discussion on water shutoff notice protocols following Water Shutoff Protection Act

b. Water System: Trevor Avram, went over his maintenance report.
I did the drought reports for the months of January and February.
c. Trevor Avram, maybe able to get a grant to fix up the community hall. 


d. Fire Hall: Chief Steven Baker, Ron Barlow said that the county will be scheduling a visit in May regarding tax dollar the cost for CDF to cover OVFD area.
 Chief Steven Baker, said that the yellow truck has been repaired and he very happy with the mechanic in Fortuna that was recommended to him. The mechanic fixed the issues that had been over looked by the previous mechanic.
Chief Steven Baker, reported that most of the stolen items has been replaced.

d. Community Hall: The hall is rented out. 

8. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS:   

a.  Levee Report:  No new updates

b. Board Members: Byron Frick asked where the commissary kitchen rental money goes. Barbara Mitchell said it posted under Hall rental and is sent to the County of Humboldt to be deposited into the 2590 fund. 


9. ADJOURNMENT: Regular Meeting 7:30pm 

10. CLOSED SESSION, Employee Evaluation  

11. ADJOURNMENT, 8:00pm 


Next Regular Meeting is scheduled for April 8, 2026
